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  Articles
 Christmas Tree Production
Carefully plan for the establishment and marketing of your potential Christmas tree crop.
Read More









 


  


Stay Connected with the Green Industry Team!
Sign-up to receive news, upcoming event information, and the monthly e-newsletter.


	Get the latest news and information on classes, workshops, publications, videos, and online and in-person events. Topics include landscape services/grounds management; turfgrass management; greenhouse, ornamental, and floriculture production; nursery and Christmas tree production; cut flowers, business planning; spotted lanternfly; workforce development; and more.


By entering your email, you consent to receive communications from Penn State Extension. View our privacy policy.
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   Featured Articles
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 Tips for Selection and Care of Cut Christmas Trees
 By Sandy Feather, Rick Bates, Ph.D., Vincent Cotrone
 
 This article discusses how to choose the perfect Christmas tree and keep it fresh.
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 Evergreen Shrubs and Trees for Pennsylvania
 By Rick Bates, Ph.D.
 
 This article explains hardiness and site requirements, landscape use, and characteristics of selected evergreen plants.
 

  
	   [image: Christmas Tree Production]      Articles
 Christmas Tree Production
 By Lynn Kime
 
 Carefully plan for the establishment and marketing of your potential Christmas tree crop.
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 Pine Needle Scale
  
 The pine needle scale is a key native pest of pine, Douglas-fir, spruce, and cedar in landscapes, nurseries, and Christmas tree plantations in Pennsylvania.
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 Spruce Diseases
 By Gary W. Moorman, Ph.D.
 
 Informational table showing disease name, symptoms, pathogen/cause, and management of Spruce diseases.
 







   Getting Started
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 Evergreen Shrubs and Trees for Pennsylvania
 By Rick Bates, Ph.D.
 
 This article explains hardiness and site requirements, landscape use, and characteristics of selected evergreen plants.
 

  
	   [image: Christmas Tree Production]      Articles
 Christmas Tree Production
 By Lynn Kime
 
 Carefully plan for the establishment and marketing of your potential Christmas tree crop.
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 Diagnosing Poor Plant Health
 By Gary W. Moorman, Ph.D.
 
 Many things make plants unwell and pests and diseases are only two causes of poor plant growth.
 

  
	   [image: A. Steven Munson, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org]      Articles
 European Pine Sawfly
  
 The European pine sawfly is common in Pennsylvania. The larval stage feeds on the needles of pine trees in landscapes, nurseries, and Christmas tree plantations.
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 Pine Needle Scale
  
 The pine needle scale is a key native pest of pine, Douglas-fir, spruce, and cedar in landscapes, nurseries, and Christmas tree plantations in Pennsylvania.
 







 

Your Challenges, Our Expertise

Connect with us for the latest research-based knowledge and hands-on know-how. Find experts who will work with you in person or online to answer questions, solve problems, and seize opportunities.

 Meet The Experts
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    Resources and Programs

  	 Agricultural Analytical Services Laboratory
AASL provides a wide range of testing programs for soils, water, plants, biosolids, and other agricultural materials.

Read More     
	 Insect Identification Lab
A service of the Department of Entomology that provides identification of insects.

Read More 











 
    
          Christmas trees have been sold commercially in the United States since around 1850 when most were cut from forests. Midway through the last century, tree farms began to appear, and now most Christmas trees are grown on farms. If you want to grow trees worthy of a winter wonderland, make use of Penn State Extension’s extensive resources. Find information to improve tree quality, eliminate pests, manage weeds, and more. Learn how to increase your profits and market your trees.

The Christmas Tree Industry in Pennsylvania

The Pennsylvania ready-cut Christmas tree industry has been in existence since the mid-nineteenth century. The state is one of the top US producers, along with Oregon, North Carolina, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Washington. There are around 1,400 Christmas tree farms in PA. They take up 31,000 acres of the state and produce approximately 1 million cut trees every year. On average, three new seedlings are planted in place of each cut tree.

If you’re looking for a profitable cash crop for your small acreage, growing Christmas trees is an attractive option. The crop is low maintenance, ideal for a spare-time project, and can produce a good income for years to come. You only need to plant a small acreage. As the trees mature over an average of eight years, you can harvest and replant them to provide a steady income.

You can harvest most tree varieties when they reach a height of between 5 to 7 feet. This takes around eight years. The standard spacing is 5’x 5’, and you also have to allow for loading areas and access roads every 12-15 rows. Taking all this into account, you can plant around 1,500 trees per acre. To ensure a steady income, you should aim to plant or replant one-eighth of your acreage every year, which is about 200 trees per acre.

Plenty of advice and guidance is available such as the Christmas Tree Growers Meeting and Trade Show and regular Green Industry Conferences. Both provide opportunities for beginners and more experienced growers to stay up to date on the latest research, techniques, and technology.

Christmas Tree Farming: Getting Started

Christmas tree production is a great option when space is limited, but you require a crop that offers a good return on your investment. Before you plant your first tree, you should learn all that is needed to grow a crop from start to finish.

Factors to consider include production and harvesting techniques and soil management. Knowing which Christmas tree types your customers prefer will help you pick the right cultivars.

Integrated Pest Management plays a vital role in any successful Christmas tree farm. It is crucial for you to identify, monitor, and control disease and insect pests that might affect your crop. Pests and diseases can seriously affect your profits.

Put in the right amount of effort in the beginning, and a Christmas tree operation can be financially rewarding and personally satisfying.
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 Spruce Diseases Informational table showing disease name, symptoms, pathogen/cause, and management of Spruce diseases.
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 Insects on Real Christmas Trees Most real Christmas trees are free of insects and other arthropods. However, it is possible that some trees may harbor one or more species.
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 White Pine Weevil The white pine weevil is considered the most destructive insect pest of eastern white pine in North America.
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 Christmas Tree Production Carefully plan for the establishment and marketing of your potential Christmas tree crop.
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